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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claim in the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A document review support apparatus for 
supporting a review of a document, comprising: 

a storage which stores position-attribute management information 
defining items of position information to be acquired from a document to be 
reviewed, said position-attribute management information being stored 
independently from said document to be reviewed; 

an input unit which receives, from a user, an input including a 
designation of a position in said document to be reviewed at which a comment 
is to be added to comments currently associated with said document to be 
reviewed , and said comment; 

' an acquiring unit, responsive to said input from said input unit, which 
acquires said position information from a position designated by said user in 
accordance with said position-attribute management information in said 
storage and stores, as an entry to comment-solution management information 
defining a comment and a solution to the comment, said position information 
and said comment to be added in said storage such that said position 
information and said-comment information of said comment to be added are 
correlated to each other; 

a search unit, coupled with said input unit and said acquiring unit, 
which searches, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
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position information and said comments currently comm e nt -associated with 
said document to be reviewed; and 

a display unit coupled with the search unit, which collectively displays 
at least position information , said comment to be added and comments 
currently a comment associated with said document so as to correlate i _on_a 
display screen at positions indicated by said at least position information^sajd 
comments to be added and said comments currently associated with said 
document and the comm en t to each other. 

2 (currently amended) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said position-attribute management information 
defines classification of an application used during preparation of thfeugfr 
wtwh-said document to be reviewed i s pr e par e d , classification of an object 
prepared by said application, and acquisition items of the position information 
in said document to be reviewed. 

3. (currently amended)A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a reflecting unit for preparing minutes which correlate said comment to 
be added, said comments currently in said document to be reviewed and 
position information with said document to be reviewed and storing said ■ 
minutes in said storage. 

4. (currently amended) A document review support apparatus for 
supporting a review of a document, comprising: 

3 
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a storage which stores position-attribute management information 

defining items of position information to be acquired from a document to be 
reviewed, said position-attribute management information being stored 
independently from said document to be reviewed; 

an input unit which receives, from a user, an input including a 

designation of a position in said document to be reviewed at which a comment 
is to be added, and said comment; 

an acquiring unit, responsive to said input from said input unit, which 

acquires said position information from a position designated by said user in 
accordance with said position-attribute management information in sard 
storage and stores, as an entry to comment-solution management information 
defining a comment and a solution to the comment, said position information 
and said comment in said storage such that said position information and said 
comment information are correlated to each other 

a search unit, coupled with said input unit and said acguiring unit. 

which searches, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
position information and comment associated with said document to be 
reviewed; 

a display unit coupled with the search unit, which collectively displays 
at least position information and a comment associated with said document so 
as to correlate said at least position information and the comment to each 
other; 
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a reflecting unit for preparing minutes which correlate said comment 
and position information with said document to be reviewed and storing said 
minutes in said storaoe acoord i ng to o l a i m 3. furth e r compr i s i ng: : and 

an instructing unit which, when a comment in said minutes is 
designated by said user, searches a comment coincident with said comment 
designated by said user from said storage, searches position information 
correlating to said retrieved comment and instructs an editor for editing of said 
document to be reviewed to highlight a position corresponding to said position 
information in said document to be reviewed. 

5. (currently amended)A document review support apparatus for 
supporting a review of a document, comprising: 

a storage which stores position-attribute management information 

defining items of position information to be acouired from a document to be 
reviewed, said position-attribute management information being stored 
independently from said document to be reviewed: 

an input unit which receives, from a user, an input including a 

designation of a position in said document to be reviewed at which a comment 
is to be added, and said comment: 

an acouiring unit, responsive to said input from said input unit, which 

acouires said position information from a position designated by said user in 
accordance with said position-attribute management information in said 
storage and stores, as an entry to comment-solution management information 
defining a comment and a solution to the comment, said position information 
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and said comment in said storage such that said position information and said 
comment information are correlated to each other; 

a search unit, coupled with said input unit and said ac quiring unit 

which searches, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
position information and comment associated with said document to be 
reviewed: 

a display unit, coupled with the search unit, which collectively displays 
at least position information and a comment associated with said document so 
as to correlate said at least position information and the comment to each 
other; 

a reflecting unit for preparing minutes which correlate said comment 
and position information with said document to be reviewed and storing said 
minutes in said storage accord i ng to c l aim 3, furth e r compris i ng: ;_and 

an editor which, when a comment in said document to be reviewed is 
designated by said user, searches a comment coincident with said comment 
designated by said user and highlights a portion in said minutes 
corresponding to said searched comment. 

6. (currently amended)A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 3, further comprising: 

an editor which, in response to input of w freft-a solution comment 
corresponding to a ga i nst a comment in said minutes i s i nput from s aid us e r , 
searches a comment coincident with said comment corresponding to said 
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solution comment and stores said solution comment in said storage by 
correlating it to said searched comment. 

7. (currently amended)A document review support apparatus for 
supporting a review of a document comprising: 

a storage which stores position-attribute management information 

defining items of position information to be acguired from a document to be 
reviewed, said position-attribute management information being stored 
independently from said document to be reviewed: 

an input unit which receives, from a user, an input including a 

designation of a position in said document to be reviewed at which a comment 
is to be added, and said comment: 

an acouirino unit responsive to said input from said input unit, which 
acguires said position information from a position designated by said user in 
accordance with said position-attribute management information in said 
storage and stores, as an entry to comment-solution management information 
defining a comment and a solution to the comment, said position information 
and said comment in said storage such that said position information and said 
comment information are correlated to each other: 

a search unit, coupled with said input unit and said acquiring unit. 

which searches, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
position information and comment associated with said document to be 
reviewed: 
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a display unit, coupled with the search unit, which collectively displays 
at least position information and a comment associated with said document so 
as to correlate said at least position information and the comment to each 
other; and 

a reflecting unit for preparing minutes which correlate said comment 
and position information with said document to be reviewed and storing said 
minutes in said storao e acoord i na to c l a i m 3 . 

wherein when receiving an input of said comment, said input unit 
acquires identification information of said user and said reflecting unit inserts 
the identification information of said user to said minutes in correspondence to 
said comment. 

8. (previously presented) A document review support 
apparatus according to claim 7, further comprising: 

an editor for searching all comments and solution comments in said 
minutes from a specified range in a single document to be reviewed, 
correlating corresponding comment and solution comment to said single 
document to be reviewed and displaying said correlated comment and 
solution comment. 

9. (currently amended)A document review support apparatusjor 
supporting a review of a document, comprising: 

a storage which stores position-attribute management information 

defining items of position information to be acguired from a document to be 
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reviewed, said position-attribute management information being stored 
independently from said document to be reviewed; 

an input unit which receives, from a user, an input including a 

designation of a position in said document to be reviewed at which a comment 
is to be added, and said comment; 

an acouirina unit, responsive to said input from said input unit, which 
acquires said position information from a position designated by said user in 
accordance with said position-attribute management information in said 
storage and stores, as an entry to comment-solution management information 
defining a comment and a solution to the comment, said position information 
and said comment in said storage such that said position information and said 
comment information are correlated to each other; 

a search unit, coupled with said input unit and said acguiring unit. 

which searches, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
position information and comment associated with said document to be 
reviewed; 

a display unit coupled with the search unit, which collectively displays 
at least position information and a comment associated with said document so 
as to correlate said at least position information and the comment to each 
other; 

a reflecting unit for preparing minutes which correlate said comment 
and position information with said document to be reviewed and storing said 
minutes in said storage according to cla i m 3. furth e r compr lsingf ; and 
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an editor for receiving a priority order of the comment described in said 
minutes from said user and assigning § ivm§-said priority order to said minutes 
by correlating it to said comment. 

1 0. (currently amended) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein said editor sorts comments in said minutes 
minute-based on said position information and said priority order. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A document review support apparatus for 
supporting a review of a document, comprising: 

a storage which stores position-attribute management information 

defining items of position information to be acquired from a document to be 
reviewed, said position-attribute management information being stored 
independently from said document to be reviewed: 

an input unit which receives, from a user, an input including a 

designation of a position in said document to be reviewed at which a comment 
is to be added, and said comment; 

an acguiring unit, responsive to said input from said input unit, which 

acouires said position information from a position designated by. said user in 
accordance with said position-attribute management information in said 
storage and stores, as an entry to comment-solution management information 
defining a comment and a solution to the comment, said position information 
and said comment in said storage such that said position information and said 
comment information are correlated to each other: 
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a search unit, coupled with said input unit and said acquiring unit, 

which searches, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
position information and comment associated with said document to be 
reviewed: 

a display unit coupled with the search unit which collectively displays 
at least position information and a comment associated with said document so 
as to correlate said at least position information and the comment to each 
other; 

a reflecting unit for preparing minutes which correlate said comment 
and position information with said document to be reviewed and storing said 
minutes in said storag e according to o l a i m 3, furth e r compr i sing: ; 

an editor which, in response to input of wheft-solution comments 
corresponding to against comments in said minutes ar e i nput from s aid us e r , 
assigns gives^said solution comments to said minutes by correlating them to 
said comments; and 

a management unit for searching^ in said minutes, comments not 
correlated to said solution comments i n sa i d m i nut e s , preparing a pending 
issue list which lists adopt e d to put tog e th e r comments to which said solution 
comments are not correlated and storing said pending issue list in said 
storage. 

12. (previously presented) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 11, wherein when a comment in said minutes is designated 
by said user, said management unit searches, from said storage, a comment 
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in said pending issue list which is coincident with said comment designated by 
said user and highlights a portion in said pending issue list which corresponds 
to said searched comment. 

13. (previously presented) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 11, wherein said management unit searches from said 
storage a comment corresponding to a solution comment in said pending 
issue list, searches from said storage a comment in said document to be 
reviewed which is coincident with said searched comment, and correlates the 
comment in said document to be reviewed to said comment in said pending 
issue list. 

14. (currently amended) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 1 3, wherein said management unit, in response to w feeft-a 
comment or a solution comment in said pending issue list being is-designated 
by said user, Ga i d managomont un i t searches from said storage a comment or 
a solution comment in said document to be reviewed which is coincident with 
said comment or said solution comment in said pending issue list, searches, 
from said storage T position information corresponding to said comment or 
solution comment in said document to be reviewed,, and commands an editor^ 
which edits for ed i t i ng said document to be reviewed^ to highlight a position in 
said document to be reviewed which corresponds to said position information. 

1 5. (previously presented) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 13, wherein when a comment or a solution comment in 
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said document to be reviewed is designated by said user, said management 
unit searches from said storage a comment or a solution comment in said 
pending issue list which is coincident with said comment or said solution 
comment in said document to be reviewed and highlights a portion in said 
pending issue list which corresponds to said comment or said solution 
comment in said pending issue list 

16. (currently amended) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 13, further comprising: 

an editor for editing said document to be reviewed based on a 
comment or solution comment in said document to be reviewed; and 

a management unit for managing a change d i fforonoo oauoed in said 
document to be reviewed before and after edition. 

17. (currently amended) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said acquiring unit stores in said storage a 
plurality of items pieces of said position information and a plurality of items 
p ie c es of comments by correlating them to each other. 

1 8. (currently amended) A method for supporting review of a 
document, comprising the steps of: 

storing, in a storage, position-attribute management information 
defining items of position information to be acquired from a document to be 
reviewed, as an entry to comment-solution management information defining 
a comment and a solution to the comment, 
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receiving from an user an input of a designated position in said 
document to be reviewed at which a comment is to be addedjo comments 
currently associated with said document to be reviewed , and said comment; 

acquiring said position information from a position designated by said 
user in accordance with said position-attribute management information in 
said storage and storing, in said storage, as an entry to comment-solution 
management information defining a command and a solution to the comment, 
said position information and said comment to be added such that said 
position information and said-comment information of said comment to be 
added are correlated to each other; 

searching, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
position information and said comments currently comm e nt associated with 
said document to be reviewed; and 

displaying at least position information , said comment to be added and 
comments currently a commont associated with said document to be 
reviewed so as to correlate, on a display screen at positions indicated by said 
at least position information , said comment to be added and said comments 
currently associated with said document to be reviewed t h e commont to 
corr e lat e-to each other. 

19. (currently amended) A program, stored on a storage medium, for 
implementing a method of supporting a review of a document, said program 
when executed, causes a computer to perform the steps of: 
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storing management information defining items of position information 
to be acquired from a document to be reviewed; 

receiving, from a user, an input of a designation of a position in said 
document to be reviewed at which a comment is to be added to comments 
currently associated with said document to be reviewed , and said comment; 

acquiring said position information from the position designated by said 
user in accordance with said position-attribute management information in 
said storage and storing, as an entry to comment-solution management 
information defining a comment and a solution to the comment, said position 
information and said comment to be added in said storage such that said 
position information and said-comment information of said com ment to be 
added are correlated to each other; 

searching, from the position-attribute management information and the 
comment-solution management information stored in said storage, said 
position information and comments currently comm e nt associated with said 
document to be reviewed; and 

collectively displaying at least position information, said comm ent to be 
added and comments currently a comm e nt associated with said document to 
be reviewed so as to correlate , on a display screen at positions indicated by 
said at least position information , said comment to be added and said 
comments currently associated with said document to be reviewed the 
comm e nt t o each other. 

20. (previously presented) A document review support apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein the search unit searches, from the position- 
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attribute management information and the comment-solution management 
information stored in said storage, position information, comment and solution 
associated with said review document, and the display unit displays the 
searched position information, comment and solution associated with said 
review document to correlate them with each other. 
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